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ALAVESE PLAINS REGIONAL TOURISM OFFICE
Mayor, 8 - 01200 Agurain/Salvatierra (Araba/Alava)
Tel. and fax: 945 30 29 31 / e-mail: 2turismo@arabakolautada.eus
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AlZKORRI-FARATZ

NATURAL PARK
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The Aizkorri-Aratz natural park is located between the provinces of Alava and GuipUz-
coa. It is notable for its limestone mountains and endless beech forests. It has the
highest summit in the Basque country: Aitxuri (1551 m). And, according to legend, the
mythological goddess Mari can still be found among its peaks.

Most of the substrate is made up of Urgonian limestone whose erosion has lead to
spectacular karstic phenomena; as are the La Leze pit, the San Adrian tunnel, the Urbia
depression and the Aranzazu ravine.

There are extensive native forests conserved in the natural park, such as beech and
sessile oak groves. In the highest part of the mountains the trees become more rare
giving way to meadows resulting from the intense latxa sheep grazing which is traditio-
nal in these mountains.
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Intuxi kalea 48. 01250, Araia - Winter hours:
Telephone688 62 99 32- 945 38 69 64

parketxe.aizkorriaratz@gmail.com

The interpretation centre for the park and the centre for renewable energy, which the
town of Asparrena is a leader in, are located in the same building.

The “mitxarro” (grey door mouse) will take you through the natural resources of the
area. It's a beautiful, friendly and curious animal that makes it possible to interrelate
the themes and values of the town's heritage, including energy, the ecology of a beech
forest, karst, archaeological remains, architecture, ways of communication, the
founding of Araia, the cheese factory, the uses and customs of the people who live in
Asparrena.

You can discover the natural and cultural heritage of the town through the animal and

understand that the parts make up a whole and that sustainable development is the
only possible future.

»Closed Monday.

Tuesday through Sunday: 10:00-14:30 and 16:00-18:00
= Summer hours (from April to September)

They organise guided tours for groups and monthly activities.

Tuesday through Sunday: 10:00-14:30 and 16:00-19:00



